
Planning 
 
I am the current chair of planning for Waterbeach Parish Council and would 
like to explain briefly what role we play as a council in planning applications.  
And give you an up to date account of the latest larger planning developments 
which have been passed very recently.  And finally to discuss the setting up of 
a group of residents and parish councillors to prepare a Neighbourhood 
Development Plan. 
The law requires that planning applications be subject to some form of 
consultation before they can be determined. This may be carried out in several 
ways and includes sending individual letters, posting a site notice, an 
advertisement in a local newspaper and the internet.  
 
The Role of the Parish Council in Planning Applications: 
  
The Parish Council is a statutory consultee on planning applications and is 
normally given 21 days to comment.  
 
In commenting on planning applications it is important that the Council 
considers relevant planning issues. These include:  
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The recommendation of the Parish Council can be “approve”, “refuse” or “No  
recommendation”. Supporting comments can also be added.  However, we can 
not actually make the final decision that is usually down to the district council, 
unless the planning application goes to appeal. 
  
Issues that are not relevant include:  

 
 

 



 
 

 
Parish Councils (and other interested parties, for example, neighbours) are  
always consulted in some form so that their views can be considered. In South  
Cambridgeshire, where the views of the Parish Council lead to an application  
being considered by the planning committee, their representations are  
reported in full in the officer’s report.  
 
The 2 large developments which were refused by SCDC and went to appeal, 
west of Cody Road and Bannold Road have been allowed by the Planning 
Inspectorate.  And we know the S106 figures for the Cody road development in 
detail because this is a full planning application.  The figures are: 
 
This leads me on to the Neighbourhood Development Plan.   
 
Up to now SCDC has secured developer contributions from single dwelling 
developments to fund open space improvements, via a legal agreement under 
Section 106.  However, after April 2015 the Community Infrastructure Levy will 
replace S106 agreements. Parish councils if they wish to fund local 
improvements will have to rely on the percentage of Community Infrastructure 
Levy receipts they will receive.  If we wish to receive 25 per cent of Community 
Infrastructure Levy receipts and not be capped then we will have to adopt a 
Neighbourhood Development Plan.  However if we don’t adopt this plan we 
will receive 15 per cent of Community Infrastructure Levy receipts and this will 
be subject to a cap of £100 per household in the parish council area per year.   
 
If we wish to proceed with a Neighbourhood Development Plan we need to 
involve both residents from the village as well as parish councillors.   
I have copied this paragraph from the SCDC website: 

What is neighbourhood planning? 

Neighbourhood planning gives communities direct power to develop a shared vision 

for their neighbourhood and shape the development and growth of their local area. 

They are able to choose where they want new homes, shops and offices to be built, 

have their say on what those new buildings should look like and what infrastructure 

should be provided, and grant planning permission for the new buildings they want to 

see go ahead. Neighbourhood planning provides a powerful set of tools for local 

people to ensure that they get the right types of development for their community 



where the ambition of the neighbourhood is aligned with the strategic needs and 

priorities of the wider local area. 

This plan will involve a lot of hard work, because every area of our village will need 

to be consulted,  village groups and organisations eg. ,sports clubs, play groups, 

community groups, shops, pubs, and of course all the residents, etc. There is some 

funding which we can apply for from the district council.   We will need to prove to 

our district council that we want to have our neighbourhood plan adopted by them.  

There are a lot of hurdles to jump over, but we can start by forming a group and 

initially if anyone interested would like to contact me either by email or telephone,  

the details of which are on the Parish Council website I will get back to you and we 

can all arrange a meeting. 

Thank you. 

 

 

  
  


